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King.  Devaki, I understand, has been delivered of a child.
Tasndeva.  Why, yes, she has.
King.  A boy or a girl.

Vasudeva. [Aside.] Shall even I have to tell a falsehood ? Nay, to
save the prince, I regard even a falsehood as truth. \Yhat ain I to do ?
Good, I have it.

[Aloud.]   She was delivered of a daughter.

King.  Be it girl or prince I must have It slain in any ease.    With
human effort I am sure to cozen fate.    (14)

[Enter Porirtss.^

Portress. Greeting, my lord I The princess says, it is only a daughter.
a little girl, let your majesty be merciful.

Vasudeva.  0, son of Sauraseni, grant Devaki's prayer.    "Women love
their daughters more dearly than their sons.
King.  Do you remember the compact 1

The compact made with me, when thou didst hear the curse of
the Seer Madhuka, that thou would'st give me all the babes
born of Devaki ? (15)

Yasudeva.  Ay, the compact: I have nothing to say.

Fortress.  My lord, what am I to tell the princess ?

King. Yasodhara, you may tell the princess, it is not seemly now to

make this appeal.    I will show her some other greater kindness.

Portress.  As my lord commands.

King.  Yasodhara, it should be done like this.    [Whiskers.]

Portress.  May your lordship be content.

Vasudeva.  My wishes have been pure, and shall I now "bring another's

child to death? Shall I not rather go and fetch the prince? Nay,
This maid was dead before and came to life again. That boy's
power will save her from slaughter. (16)

Now I must go and comfort Devaki,   [Ejctt,]

King. YaSodliara, go and fetch that girl.

Portress.  As my lord commands.   [E>dt.]

[Enter a fnurse with a ijirl-baby In her a/vis add guards.]

All.  Gently, lady, gently.   Here is the middle door.   Enter.

Nurse. Greeting, my lord.    Here is the girl.   I've looked after her all

the time,

King.  Ah, the child has a royal look.   Must even I put a girl to

death?

Nurse.  Forbear, my lord, forbear.

King. Here is Kamsa's stone.   I must summon all my courage,